


What is the E.Y.F.S?




 The  Early Years Foundation Stage focuses on the distinct needs 
of children from birth to five or until the end of their reception 
year. 

 The Early Years Foundation Stage has its own curriculum which 
emphasises learning based on play and hands-on experiences.

 It is a broad, balanced and purposeful curriculum, delivered 
through planned play activities to help ensure all children have 
the opportunity to reach their full potential and experience the 
best possible start to their education.

 Whether your child is at a child minder, private nursery, full day 
or half day, they will be following the EYFS.



Reception Times

 Reception – school starts at 8.55 am and 
finishes at 3.15 pm. (Children may be dropped 
off to classrooms from 8.50 am)

 Doors are closed at 9.00 am. If you are late 
please go to the main office to sign in your 
child. 

 Late children in the afternoon (after 
3.25pm) will be taken to the welfare room 
where they will be looked after by a member 
of staff.



House Keeping
 First Aid

 Bump head letters - phone calls home

 Suitable clothing/ footwear/ jewellery

 All clothing including coats, hats, scarves, gloves 
should be clearly labelled

 Toilets 



Behaviour expectations at RGI

 RGI Golden rules

 Traffic lights

 Praise

 Sticker chart/Dojo points

 Pupil of the week

 Positive attitude leaf

 Head teacher award – Entry in the Green Book



What will my child be learning?
 There are 7 areas of learning in the EYFS 

curriculum. 
 The 3 prime areas include: 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development
 Communication & Language
 Physical development

 The 4 specific areas include:
 Literacy
 Mathematics
 Understanding the World
 Expressive Arts & Design

All seven areas of the curriculum are connected 
and are equally important.



Personal, Social & Emotional Development

 This is further divided into 3 strands – self-regulation, Managing 
self and building relationships. 

 In the EYFS we provide experiences and support to enable 
children to develop confidence, good attitudes, friendships, self-
help skills and a sense of community.

 Children are encouraged to interact appropriately and develop a 
respect for others.  They develop social skills and learn how to 
manage their feelings as well as to understand appropriate 
behaviour.



Communication & Language
 This is further divided into 3 strands – Listening, 

attention & Understanding and speaking. 
 The development of spoken language is of central 

importance as it underpins all seven areas of learning 
and development. 

 We provide a language rich environment for your child 
to develop their skills in speaking and listening and 
engage in quality conversations. 

 Children are read to frequently and actively engaged 
in a range of texts, both fiction and non-fiction. This 
provides many opportunities for the children to 
become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary.



Physical Development
 This is further divided into 2 strands – gross motor skills and fine 

motor skills

 Children are encouraged to be active and to improve their skills of 
co-ordination, control, manipulation and movement. 

 They take part in a weekly PE lesson and have opportunities to 
develop in this area during everyday activities both inside and out. 

 We also provide lots of activities for children to develop their fine 
motor skills, such as cutting, writing, 

 Children are supported in developing an understanding of the 
importance of physical activity and making healthy choices in 
relation to food.



Literacy
 This is further divided into 3 strands – Comprehension, Word 

Reading and Writing. 

 Children have the opportunity to look at and enjoy a range of 
books and are encouraged to develop a life-long love of reading. 
Children are taught phonics and common exception words daily 
which supports them in developing reading skills.  Once they are 
ready, they will begin to take a guided reading book home.

 Staff value all children’s attempts at early writing.  

 Children are encouraged to draw and paint and give meaning to 
their marks.  

 They are encouraged to attempt to write for a variety of purposes 
and use their phonic knowledge to sound out and write simple 
words.



Mathematics
 This is further divided into 2 strands – Number and Numerical 

Patterns. 

 Children will develop a secure base of mathematical knowledge and 
vocabulary together with positive attitudes to and interest in 
mathematics. 

 Children are given frequent and varied opportunities to experience 
mathematical activities in a practical ways and shown different 
ways to record their learning.

 They will develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the 
relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. 

 They are taught about shapes and patterns, and encouraged to use 
mathematical language to describe them and to develop spatial 
reasoning skills.  



Understanding the World
 This is further divided into 3 strands – past and present, 

people, culture and communities, the natural world 

 This area of learning is the basis for understanding facts 
and concepts in history, geography, religious awareness, 
technology, and scientific exploration.  

 Children are supported in developing the knowledge, skills 
and understanding that helps them to make sense of the 
world and their community.  

 They are provided with opportunities to explore, observe 
and find out about people, places, technology and the 
environment, whilst enriching and widening their 
vocabulary.



Expressive Arts & Design

 This is further divided into 2 strands – past and present, 
people, culture and communities and the natural world 

 Children are encouraged to explore a wide range of media 
and materials so as to support their imagination and 
creativity.  

 They are provided with opportunities for sharing their 
thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities 
in art, music, movement, dance, role play, and design and 
technology.  

 Children regularly explore a rich and varied cross section 
of the arts, enabling them to develop use their 
imaginations, develop fine motor skills and realise how to 
express their ideas and emotions.



The importance of play

It is through play that children develop essential 
life skills. In play children can:

 be creative

 be in control

 be on their own

 collaborate with others

 explore how to keep safe from dangers in the 
world



 express themselves
 imagine
 make their own decisions and their own rules
 make sense of their experiences
 make sense of the people, places and things they 

encounter
 manipulate materials
 move freely using a range of motor skills
 recreate events
 test out new knowledge
 use and explore language freely
 work to the limits of their skills
 and much more.



Outdoor Play

 Children will have access to outdoor activities four days in a 
week

 Being outdoors has a positive impact on children’s sense of 
well-being and helps all aspects of children’s development.

 Being outdoors offers opportunities for doing things in 
different ways and on different scales.

 It gives children first hand contact with weather, seasons and 
the natural world.

 The outdoor environment offers children freedom to explore, 
use their senses, and be physically active and exuberant.



• Twigs, leaves, conkers, pine cones, sycamore seeds, 
acorns

• Daddy’s old shirt

• Junk modelling materials – Empty cereal boxes, kitchen 
roll tubes, clean yoghurt pots, clean milk cartons 

• News paper, squeezy bottles (hair dye bottles)



Other opportunities for 
learning in school

 Kids Kitchen sessions 

 Weekly visits to our school library 

 Creative Curriculum Day with Miss Delalande and 
Miss Lehane

 Topic work projects



How will my child be assessed?

•A reception Baseline Assessment will be carried out in the first half 
of the term. 

•A mixture of teacher assessment and continuous observations.

•Every child will have a online ‘Learning Journey’, which is on Tapestry.  
This is where we record evidence of their significant learning and 
observations.

•Focus adult activities are recorded in their writing books, maths 
books and handwriting books.

•The EYFS stresses the importance of communication with parents –
we want to take on board what you know about your child. 



English as an additional language

 Provide opportunities to reach a good 
standard of English during the EYFS

 Assess children in communication, language 
and literacy skills in English

 Promote use of home language in school 
and home:
tell stories in your home languages  
send in/upload onto Tapestry photos/ 
comments about special celebrations within your 
community



How can Parents help?
 Keep talking to the staff – let us know if you 

have any worries before they become real 
concerns. 

 Let a member of staff know of any significant 
achievements, as this information can be 
added to your child’s learning journey, e.g. 

Sharing family events or outings

Children retelling stories or singing songs

You will have opportunities to see these at 
parents’ evening or at another convenient 
time.



Home School Communication 
 SchoolPing – regular updates on relevant information

 Talk to your child about what they have been doing 
during their day

 Email your child’s class teacher

 Any special events or achievements that you wish to 
share with us can be uploaded onto Tapestry.



Nothing!
When children come home at the end of the day,
The question they’re asked as they scurry to play is,
“What did you do at school today”?
The answer they give makes you sigh with dismay,
“Nothing, I did nothing today!”
Perhaps nothing means that I played with blocks,
Or counted to ten or sorted some rocks.
Maybe I painted a picture of red and blue,
Or heard a story of a mouse that flew.
Maybe I watched the fish eat today,
Or went outside on the swings to play.
Maybe today was the very first time,
That my scissors followed a very straight line.
Maybe I sang a song from beginning to end,
Or played with a special brand new friend.
When you are in school and your heart has wings,
‘Nothing’ can mean so many, many things!



Important dates for September
Week 1 beginning 6th September

Full time RGI Nursery children and Non 
Nursery Children – half days until 12.15pm

Week 2 beginning 13th September

Full time RGI Nursery in all day

Non Nursery and RGI Nursery in for Half 
days until 12.15pm

Week 3 beginning 20th September 

All children start full days
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